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Samara Canada report moves Canada's democracy from a C to a B.
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The Centre Block of the Parliament Buildings is shown through the Centennial Flame on
Parliament Hill in Ottawa.
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Canada’s democracy has a grade it can take home to mom and dad now, but it hasn’t
joined the honour roll according to a new independent report.
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Samara Canada’s report card on democracy was issued Tuesday, giving the country
a B, up from a C the country got in 2015.
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Samara put the grade together based on metrics like voter turnout, people’s
involvement in political events, membership in parties and political engagement.
Jane Hilderman, the group’s executive director, said it’s good to see the improvement
but there is more work to be done.
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“The grade last time was not one that anyone would be thrilled to bring home, a B is
not great,” she said.
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Among the areas where Canadians are more engaged is voting, with turnout
reaching 68 per cent in 2015.
Canadians across demographic breakdowns all turned out more, but younger people
really showed up. With voter turnout in the 1824 range jumping 18 points to 57 per
cent between the 2011 and 2015 contests and turnout in the 25 to 34 age group
jumping 12 points to 57 per cent.
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While many of the numbers are positive, few Canadians are involved in political
parties and few donate or participate in elections. Hilderman said they hope that
Canadians will see there are other ways to be involved.
“This is where Canadian don’t realize that they have an opportunity to participate
other than at the ballot box.”
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