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OTTAWA — Samara Canada’s latest democracy survey has found Canadians’ civic engagement and satisfaction with politicians are
on the upswing.
Data gathered by the nonprofit organization show Canadians were generally between five and 10 percentage points happier with
political parties’ and MPs’ performance and engagement in fall 2016 than they were two years before that.
While some “correction” might be happening in the last few months, which have been hard on the Trudeau Liberals, executive
director Jane Hilderman says she believes the broader trend still holds.
It could offer Canada an opportunity to escape from the “tipping point” of political dissatisfaction
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that has resulted in “democratic recession” in the United States and United Kingdom, she told the
National Post — although “there are certainly groups of Canadians who do feel disaffected,” she
acknowledged.
In its second Democracy 360 report, Samara gives Canada a B grade overall, up from a C in 2015, partly due to Canadians awarding
“above passing grades to MPs and political parties on their core jobs.
The percentage of Canadians who say they’re “very” or “fairly” satisfied with democracy is up to 71 per cent from 65 per cent in 2014.
People reported having more political discussions (67 per cent, from 61), but engagement in political activities only increased slightly
(38 per cent, from 36). Results are based on an online survey of 4,003 from late September to early October.
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There were gains across the board in trust and satisfaction with political leaders. Trust in MPs to “do what’s right” increased from 40
per cent to 47. Trust in parties was also up to 47 per cent, from 42. Satisfaction with how MPs are doing their jobs went up to 53 per
cent, from 46, and up to 50 per cent, from 42, for political parties.
In specific job performance categories, MPs and political parties went from failing grades in 2014 to passing grades in 2016.
MPs went up eight percentage points on representing the views of people in their ridings, seven points on “helping people in their
ridings” and eight points on “holding the government to account.”
Political parties are up 11 percentage points on “encouraging people to vote,” eight on “hearing ideas from party members,” 11 on
“reaching out to Canadians so their views can be represented,” nine on “coming up with new policy ideas and solutions” and nine on
“explaining what the party stands for.”
Part of the upward trend could be a continued “afterglow” from the 2015 election, Hilderman said. “We were picking up on some of
that openness that was still lingering among Canadians towards giving a new set of political leaders … a chance to prove themselves,”
she said.

Related
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But even as the Liberal government’s honeymoon period wanes, Hilderman said she doesn’t believe the trend is “overcorrecting”
back to 2014 numbers, and overall Canadians are “more open to trusting the system” than before.
The Samara report presents ideas for “strengthening democratic infrastructure,” including improving MP consultation with their
constituents, having more civility in political discourse and increasing diversity in the House of Commons. Increasing federal
involvement in civics education could be an immediate step for the Trudeau government, Hilderman said.
The data offer some contrast to the 2017 Edelman Trust Barometer released earlier this year, which found Canadians are becoming
less trusting of their institutions. General trust in government declined 10 points from 53 per cent to 43 per cent from the previous
year’s data, according to the communications marketing firm.
The Edelman survey’s Canada findings were based on 200 members of the “informed public” and 1,150 respondents from the
“general online population,” harvested in October and November.
It found trust was plummeting across the 28 countries it surveyed and warned Canada is not immune to the kind of populism that
elected Donald Trump in the U.S. and thrust the “leave” campaign to victory in a U.K. referendum on whether to stay in the
European Union.
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Kevin Landry · Works at SelfEmployed
I place the value of this poll, equal to what I flush down the toilet every day. I see
another sales job here by a polling company. We shall see how satisfied people are
with this government.
Like · Reply ·

75 · Mar 28, 2017 1:22am

Blaine Maller · President at Seneca Petroleum Corp.
You got that right
Like · Reply ·

5 · 22 hrs

Dave Bergen
Fake news, everyone knows the liberals are a failure and are taking our freedom and
taxing us to death.
Like · Reply ·
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Ken Gread
The cognitive dissonance in this one is strong. I do not come on here and
offer you alternative points of view because you matter. I do it to disrupt you
and try and pound some sense into your thick skull. Trudeau and his Liberal
government are very popular in Canada and the majority, vast majority like
what they are doing. That may change, but at the moment, they like it. Cheer
up.
Like · Reply ·

4 · Mar 28, 2017 12:31am

Ruth Figueira · School of Hard Knocks, The University of Life
Ken Gread LOL. The vast majority? That is an absolute lie.
Like · Reply ·

16 · Mar 28, 2017 12:38am

Doug McLeod · Victoria, British Columbia
Ken Gread First, propaganda and idiocy are not "alternative points of view"
They are what's called down south "Alternative facts" a Liberal invention the
US took from our Liberals. Second, PM Kardashian was elected with 39.5% of
the popular vote  Harper was elected with slightly more at 39.62% of the
popular vote and if you hadn't noticed, his popularity started to sink about the
time he started lying  which was the day he took office. So apparently your
own "thick skull" doesn't manage to deal with either reality or math as a strong
suit  no surprise there given the economic disaster ... See More
Like · Reply ·
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Jacqueline Bynon · The University of Western Ontario
Well this is disappointing news about my fellow Canadians...if it's true. It depends on
the questions; or maybe the bulk of them were government employees!
Like · Reply ·
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Bob Kafato · Midland, Ontario
Hmmm... democracy as it is used today is not democracy at all. How can it be
democracy when 51% of the people control the other 49%. All businesses require
typically 65 to 90 percent of the votes to implement new laws and regulations. And
how is it democracy when 38% of voters put a dictator into power every five years?
That elected person has no responsibility to democracy during their tenure... that's a
dictatorship.
Like · Reply ·
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Ben d'Avernas · Works at SelfEmployed
Voters & citizens need to support a massive change in the way things are
done, constantly voting for Libs or Tories every election won't accomplish
anything, they are the establishment parties and have a vested interest in the
status quo, only term limits and a PR voting system will shake thngs up.
Like · Reply ·

1 · Mar 28, 2017 7:19am

Bob Kafato · Midland, Ontario
Ben d'Avernas the big question we should all be asking is why do we have or
even need political parties at all? Does an elected representative reflect their
party or their community? Our political system was designed centuries ago in
the horse and buggy era. It needs to change.
Like · Reply ·
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Tim Trinier
Liberals have been indoctrinating the youth of Canada for the last 40 years, and a
brief 40% is the best you can do. I call that another colossal liberal failure.
Like · Reply ·

12 · Mar 28, 2017 5:32am
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