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Guelph's Noah Irvine, 17, wins national award for mental
health advocacy
Noah Irvine lost his mother to suicide when he was little and later lost his father to mental health issues
CBC News Posted: Dec 08, 2017 2:02 PM ET | Last Updated: Dec 08, 2017 3:13 PM ET
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Noah Irvine, third from left, was one of four winners for the Samara's 2017 Everyday Political Citizen Under 30 contest. He
received his award Thursday. (Yvonne Su/Twitter)
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A Guelph teen has been nationally recognized for his work in mental
health advocacy, for sharing the stark reality of what can happen
if mental health concerns go unaddressed.
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Noah Irvine lost his mother to suicide when he was little and later lost his
father to a drug overdose, related to his ongoing mental health
struggles.
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campus, student advocate says
"It's definitely is a big achievement," he told CBC News. "Considering how
much work, time and effort I've put into this cause, it's a good feeling."
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Irvine made national news for sending letters to 338 Members of
Parliament about his experience this past summer and only received 40
replies.
To this day, Irvine said about 100 MPs have responded to his original
letter.
He then began to call MP offices across the country to find out why they
didn't respond. Irvine then received calls from cabinet ministers and MPs
and even met with the Health Minister.
News of his efforts continued to grow until it reached the Prime Minister's
office. Irvine received a call from Justin Trudeau himself to talk about his
idea for a Mental Health and Addictions Secretariat in the PMO and
creating a national suicide prevention strategy.
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Irvine said he's also received a letter from the Queen of England.
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Recognized for his effort
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Now, Irvine has won an award for his work in mental health awareness.
He is one of four winners in the under 30 age category of Samara's 2017
Everyday Political Citizen contest, which was awarded Thursday.
"I started this in February of this year with very minimal political response
for my call to action and to know that just in the last three months so
much has taken off and I've done so much." he said. "In knowing
that...it's really incredible that I was able to win this award."
This is the first time in award's five-year history that four candidates tied
for first place.
Irvine has no plans to slow down. He said he's been keeping in touch with
local mental health agencies and adds that he sent out a letter to all
provincial health ministers along with the federal health minister to
continue his work in mental health awareness.

■ These are the things that Bank of Canada's Poloz
says keep him awake at night 290
■ Judge denies request for mistrial at Laura Babcock

murder trial
■ Grandparents being sued for child support: 'We love

her to pieces. But she's not our child'
■ 4 dead in Hydro One helicopter crash near Tweed,

Ont.

Report Typo or Error Send Feedback

Don't Miss

NEW
Six months later,
witnesses to London's
Grenfell Tower fire still
have flashbacks

These are the things that
Bank of Canada's Poloz
says keep him awake at
night

Judge refuses Dellen
Millard's request for
mistrial at Laura Babcock
murder trial

North Bay grandparents
being sued for child
support

UPDATED
4 dead in Hydro One
helicopter crash near
Tweed, Ont.

Canada's electronic spy
agency and military get
new orders to prevent
sharing information
gained by torture

UPDATED
16-year-old survivor o
Fond-du-Lac plane cr
thought he 'was going
die' but sought out hel

Explore CBC
CBC Home
TV
Radio
News

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

Sports
Music
Life
Arts
Kids
Local
Documentaries
Comedy
Books
Parents
Indigenous
Digital Archives
Games
Contests
Site Map

Stay Connected
Apps
RSS
Podcasts
Newsletters & Alerts

Services and Information
Corporate Info
Public Appearances
Commercial Services
Reuse & Permission
Terms of Use
Privacy Policy
CBC Shop
Help
Contact Us
Jobs
Doing Business with Us
Renting Facilities

CBC

Radio-Canada

©2017 CBC/Radio-Canada. All rights reserved

Visitez Radio-Canada.ca

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

