Lawren Harris painting titled Mountain Forms sets new Canadian art record, selling for $9.5M.
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If you’ve got a story to tell,
Erin Kang wants to hear it.
The 26-year-old community organizer is the founder
of Stories of Ours, a grassroots project that collects and
shares personal stories from
Toronto’s diverse population.
“The storytelling scene in
Toronto is great and vibrant,
but it can be really homogenous,” she says.
“We’re trying to shake that
up; you’ll see stories from Colombia, stories from Sudan.
It’s trying to bridge these different communities.”
Kang and her colleagues
work with “everyday people
who haven’t ever spoken in
front of a group,” and encourage them to share their
stories at public events. Their
anecdotes are then collected
and shared on the Stories of
Ours website.
The stories are often personal and some even mundane, but Kang believes the
act of sharing them is “un-
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Food banks short on
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Middle Eastern food is in short
supply at a GTA food bank serving Syrian refugees.
Chickpeas, halal meat, Arabic
cheese and grape leaves are just
some of the items the Mississauga Muslim Community Centre is looking for from donors as
the number of people looking
for help increases.
“These types of food are actually available here in our food
stores,” said Najam Syed, head
of the centre’s food bank operations. “It’s just that the word
hasn’t gotten out to donors so
they can know what’s needed.”
As Canada opened the door

Najam Syed contributed

to more Syrian refugees, the
number of people requiring assistance from the centre’s food
bank crept up and now stands
at 210 families, with an average
of four to five people per family.
“Right now, more than 50 per
cent of their need is not being
met,” Syed said. “There’s a huge
gap in what we are able to provide, both in terms of quantity
and the dietary requirements.”

public transportation

Erin Kang is the founder of Stories of Ours, a grassroots
project that collects and shares the stories of Toronto’s diverse
population. She says the experience is “empowering” for
participants and encourages audience members to rethink their
assumptions about marginalized people. Torstar News Service file

I think there’s strength that can
be found by going through the
process. Erin Kang

conventionally political.”
The process is empowering
for participants and can be
eye-opening for audiences,
she said, helping them challenge their conceptions of
marginalized people or simply feel empathy for a stranger.
Kang said the project has
had a “ripple effect,” where
participants have gone on to
publish books or been invited to speak at other venues.
“A lot of people see themselves as insignificant and
that their stories aren’t worth
telling,” she said.
“But I think there’s a
strength that can be found
by going through that process and seeing how much
you can affect people.”

Report details plan for
low-income transit
A long-awaited city report to be
published on Thursday will detail
plans to provide financial relief
to 200,000 low-income transit
riders by cutting their fares by
up to one-third, Torstar News
Service has learned.
The report, which will be
on the agenda for the mayor’s
executive committee meeting
next week, will outline recommendations for implementing
what is being dubbed the “Fair
Pass Program.”
A partial draft of the document obtained by Torstar News
Service recommends Torontonians who make less than 15
per cent above the low income

measure be eligible. The discount
recommended by city staff is 33
per cent for single adult fares,
and 21 per cent for an adult
monthly pass.
Clients of the Ontario Disability Support Program or Ontario
Works who already receive transit supports wouldn’t qualify.
The anticipated cost of the
program, which would begin
in 2018 and be implemented in
three phases, is $48.2 million.
The mayor argued that lowincome fares shouldn’t be implemented until the TTC completes
the switch to the Presto fare card
system, which is scheduled for
late 2017. torstar news service
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