12 Weekend, November 25-27, 2016

Toronto

The data that we deserve Senior
killed

Toronto’s deadly streets

Everyday Political Citizens

About this
series

Nominee works
to empower the
people, combat
partisanship

every year, Samara
Canada’s Everyday
Political Citizen project
honours Canadians
making positive changes
in their communities.
The winner of the
2016 contest will be
announced Dec. 8.
Metro is profiling the
seven nominees in the
Greater Toronto Area.
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For Bianca Wylie, a better city
starts with better data.
As the head of Toronto’s
Open Data Institute and cofounder of Civic Tech Toronto,
she works to ensure people
have access to accurate information about what’s happening in their city, whether it’s
the location of every water
fountain or detailed databases
about zoning laws.
“Data and data literacy is a
piece of the civic-engagement
puzzle that’s missing,” she
says. “Decision-making can
be really hard, but bringing
data into that work can help
move us away from a more
partisan take on politics.”
For her efforts, she’s been

Toronto’s Bianca Wylie is one of Samara Canada’s Everyday Political Citizen nominees for 2016.
As head of the Open Data Institute, she helps ensure Torontonians have access to data about
how their city works — or doesn’t work. Eduardo Lima/Metro

nominated as one of Samara
Canada’s Everyday Political
Citizens for 2016.
“It’s really nice,” she said
of the recognition. “Bringing data into the mainstream
makes me happy. It’s some-

thing we should all have in
our vocabulary. It’s not a
niche thing.”
In addition to pushing the
city to release more data sets,
Wylie builds bridges between
local government and the tech

sector, helping the city use
the data it has more effectively.
At a recent hackathon she
organized, participants created an online tool to help
people access employment

and financial services through
Ontario Works.
The event is an example of
how Wylie is trying to change
the narrative around government and technology.
“All three levels of government approach data and tech
through the metric of efficiency,” she said. “We need
to change the message that
technology is all about saving money and cutting jobs.
“I’m talking about using
data and tech to deliver human services better.”
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A 76-year-old man hit by a
driver at Aragon and Sheppard avenues has become the
city’s 40th pedestrian or cyclist
death this year.
The man was hit by a northbound driver on Nov. 14 while
crossing Aragon. Toronto police
announced his death Thursday.
The driver involved was in a
dark pickup truck. Police said the
vehicle stopped after the crash
but then left the scene.

CRIME
Video released in fatal
backyard shooting
Toronto police have
released surveillance
video into the city’s 60th
homicide investigation in
which 17-year-old Caheem
‘Clayshawn’ Ramsuchit
was shot and killed in a
brazen daylight shooting in
a backyard last Saturday.
Torstar News Service

