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The power of ‘accidental’ advocacy
Everyday Political Citizens

Tireless activist
fighting to have
all voices heard
Luke
Simcoe

Metro | Toronto
Bee Lee Soh contributed

Bee Lee Soh describes herself as
an “accidental” advocate.

Now in her 50s, Soh came to
Canada from Malaysia in the
1980s, working as a nanny while
earning a psychology degree and
her citizenship. For much of her
life, she never really thought
about the political process.
“I thought politics belonged
to politicians, not me,” she says.
That changed in 2015, when
she learned the city was going to
reduce its funding to the Agincourt Community Services Association’s drop-in program. As

an immigrant with no family
in Canada, Soh was a regular at
the program and said the other
members were like “family” to
her. She worried that cuts to the
program could leave her surrogate brothers and sisters “isolated
and depressed.”
So, she went to city hall and
told council to reconsider. They
didn’t, but that didn’t stop Soh.
“Unless the community brings
their issues to their councillors,
nothing can change,” she said.

Join us at our Career Fair Event!

General Warehouse Associates
Precision. Teamwork. Accuracy. They’re a necessity for working at The Home
Depot’s Vaughan Distribution Centre. We know that it will take a certain type of person
to understand the importance of these qualities and the role they play in logistics.
Do you see yourself in this challenging scenario?
Even if you’ve never had experience in a distribution or warehouse environment, by
embracing the hands-on training offered, you’ll learn to understand the logistics of
supply chain and warehouse operations.

We are now hiring Permanent and Contract General Warehouse
Associates for Full-Time Hours in our Distribution Centre in Vaughan.
Visit us in person at our upcoming Career Fair to learn more!
Friday, December 2, 2016
10:00am – 3:00pm
Saturday, December 3, 2016
10:00am – 3:00pm

Full-Time Hours Available:
- Days (5:00am to 3:30pm)
- Afternoons (3:15pm to 1:45am)
- Weekends (5:00am to 3:30pm)

Holiday Inn Express & Suites
6100 Highway 7 | Vaughan, ON, L4H 0R2
(Hwy 7 & Hwy 27)

Positions include medical & dental
benefits and 3 days off per week.

Apply online at homedepotjobs.ca/0420
We are committed to diversity as an equal opportunity employer

“Making government more accountable and responsive is how
we can bring about change.”
A recent deputation she gave
at a meeting for Toronto’s poverty
reduction strategies earned her
a standing ovation. Now she’s
working to get the city to adopt
new revenue tools to pay for
things like public transit. In the
words of Samara Canada, “Bee is
the face of grassroots democracy
and a true inspiration to anyone
who wants their voice heard.”

About this
series
every year, Samara
Canada’s Everyday
Political Citizen project
honours Canadians
making positive changes
in their communities.
The winner of the
2016 contest will be
announced Dec. 8.
Metro is profiling the
seven nominees in the
Greater Toronto Area.

Jessica Taylor is earning enough to pay her way through
university. She’s part of a new wave of older, more professional
child minders. Eduardo Lima/Metro
childcare

Taking adventures in
babysitting seriously
Genna
Buck

Metro | Toronto
At age 10, Jessica Taylor took a
babysitting course and started
watching neighbourhood kids
for five or six dollars an hour.
That was then. Now the
29-year-old University of Toronto
student is helping to put herself
through school by babysitting
15 hours a week at $15 an hour.
That’s about $900 a month.
Casual babysitting in private
homes didn’t use to be a job so
much as an odd job, like lawn
mowing. Now, especially in expensive cities like Toronto, caregivers are increasingly professional and well paid.
Dozens of Toronto babysitters
Metro surveyed on social media

said they command anywhere
from $12 an hour up to $20 with
additional qualifications such
as first aid and CPR or an early
childhood education diploma
(Taylor has neither).
According to Elize Shirdel,
who created DateNight — an
Uber-like apps that match babysitters with families for a small
cut of their fees — modern parents are more cautious about
who they leave their kids with.
There’s a lot of demand for experienced, qualified, older babysitters who come recommended.
In other words, not the highschooler down the street.
Most caregivers who use the
app are students or recent grads
in their 20s, and many are supplementing their income as they
pursue freelance work or internships, Shirdel said.

IN BRIEF
Child steals car after
playing Grand Theft Auto
The OPP were confronted
by a bizarre incident on
Saturday night when they
pulled over an 11-year-old
driver on Hwy. 400: The boy
had been playing Grand
Theft Auto and decided to
borrow his parents’ car.
OPP units received a call
about an erratic driver on
Saturday. The car was going

north on Hwy. 400 near
Major Mackenzie Dr., and
was described as swerving
between lanes at half the
speed limit.
The car got off the
highway at King Rd., but then
turned around and went
south on Hwy. 400 again,
this time driving “well over
the speed limit,” going 120
km/hr, said OPP Sgt. Kerry
Schmidt. torstar news service

