Young Calgary engineer honoured
for making a diﬀerence in
renewable energy
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Nabaa Alam from Calgary who on December 7, 2017 will be awarded a national honor in Toronto for his work on
renewable energy. Submitted photo

/ C A L G A RY H E R AL D

A young Calgary engineer was rewarded Thursday night for his
groundbreaking work in renewable energy.

Nabaa Alam was the winner in the under-30 category in a nationwide
competition to find the Everyday Political Citizen, a contest sponsored by
the charity Samara Canada, a non-partisan champion of increased civic
engagement, to acknowledge those Canadians making a positive
contribution to public life.
The 24-year-old Calgarian received the honour at a gala award night in
Toronto where he shared the leading under-30 designation with three
other people who were judged to be making a difference across the
country.
Renowned Calgary lawyer and current member of the Senate, Douglas
Black, nominated Alam for his work in helping change the global
renewable energy business at such a relatively young age.
“His work converting canola into three products: bio-jet fuel, renewable
gasoline and renewable diesel shows how young Albertans are
leading
the way for Canada,” said Black.
Alam, who was born and raised in Lethbridge, now works for Imperial Oil
as a processing engineer after graduating from the University of Alberta
in Edmonton 18 months ago.
It was while at university that Alam led an engineering team to design a
renewable energy biofuel plant, breakthrough work that later received $10
million in provincial funding.
It is estimated the process will reduce greenhouse gas emissions by
112,000 tonnes by 2020 — equivalent to removing 23,000 cars off the
road for one year. Shell purchased the technology’s licensing rights and is
now hoping to expand the process across Canada and the rest of the
world.
“Essentially, the project was to take canola oil and then convert it into
renewable gasoline, diesel and jet fuel,” said Alam. “We came up with the
process of making it work and then the Alberta government gave us $10
million to go ahead and do the project.”
Today Alam’s work with Imperial Oil involves examining Canadian

refineries to look at ways to improve current processes and the use of
energy and suggest ways to improve efficiency and thereby reduce
greenhouse gas emissions.
He said he always had a dream of making a difference, but it took an
unfortunate soccer injury to put him on the environmental engineering
path.
“I used to play for Canada’s under-18 national soccer team, and I thought
that was going to be my platform to make a difference in the world but
then I got injured,” he said.
“So I realized I had this ability to do designing and engineering. My goal
right now is to improve current oil and gas technologies and make them
more sustainable and also evaluate renewable options, so we have
sustainable energy for the future. That is my passion.”
While some environmentalists are protesting further development of the
energy industry in Canada, Alam said he takes a different approach.
“By 2040, energy demand is supposed to increase 50 per cent with the
development happening in India and China, so there is going to be a huge
demand for energy and now oil and gas makes up a large segment of that
usage. So if we can improve processes so it doesn’t impact the
environment, we will be helping ourselves in the future.
“I don’t think protesting or shutting things down helps because you aren’t
really contributing to the solution if you are not trying to find new ways or
utilize current technologies.”
The Everyday Political Citizen contest received over 200 nominations in
two categories — under and over 30. Finalists were selected by a jury of
prominent Canadians, including author Margaret Atwood, political satirist
Rick Mercer and former political leader Preston Manning.
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